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County Champions!
Congratulations to our girls
 
who won the 
Cumann
 
na
 
mBunscol
 Indoor Gaelic county title last month! They played some outstanding football in the regional qualifiers defeating 
Dungloe
, 
Killymard
, 
Killybegs
 and Carrick to qualify for the county finals stage. They then defeated Donegal Town, 
Carrigart
 and Convoy to reach the final. Our girls were superb in the final and beat 
Newtowncunningham
 0-07 to 0-05 to reclaim the title the school last won in 2015. 
The girls did us proud in the Ulster
 Finals
 in 
Magherafelt
, Co Derry
 where t
hey won a game, drew a game and lost two
. 
The Indoor Gaelic competition 
involves every school
 in Donegal
 regardless of size
 so for a small school 
like us 
to have come out on top is a massive achievement! 
The girls put in a huge effort and spent hours practicing during school and at home and with their club. Their efforts were rewarded and we are all so proud of them! 
The panel of players was 
Ailbhe
 Doherty, 
Áine
 
Brannigan
, 
Aoife
 McDermott, Charlie Quigley, Emily Browne, Erin Bonner, 
Saoirse
 McDermott and Shauna Molloy
.
)
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All-
Ireland Finalists
!
Congratulations to the school’s Quiz team who reached the All-Ireland of the 
U-11 
Credit Union Quiz!
 The team of Orin 
Brannigan
, Shauna Molloy, 
Aoife
 McDermott
 and 
Áine
 
Brannigan
 won the regional quiz in Donegal Town in January and then finished in second position at the Chapter stage to qualify for the All-Ireland Finals. A sample of the Credit Union Quiz questions include: Beginning with the initials T. S., an 
arborist
 is the technical term for which job title? What ‘M’ is the process of shedding fur, skin, hair or feathers? The All-Ireland Quiz was held in the RDS, Dublin in March with 47 teams taking part and the team performed very well. A total of 25,000 children participate in the Credit Union Quiz nationwide so to make it to the finals was a huge success. Everyone in Scoil Mhuire is so proud of the team and their performances!
 Well done Orin, 
Aoife
, Shauna and 
Áine
!
)
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Where has the time gone!? It is hard to believe it is the Easter break already. As can be seen from the newsletter, this has been one of our busiest terms to date with the editorial team struggling to find roo
m to fit in all the activities!
I thank the team who have put together such a beautiful and informative newsletter for the school community. Don’t forget these are all available to read on our website 
www.scoilmhuireglenties.com
. The website is regularly updated with activities going on in the school and also has information for parents so please keep checking in on it. Going forward, we will also be publishing an agreed report from Board of Management meetings which will be available on the website. 
It is hard to single out activities and successes that have been happening but some that must be mentioned include our drive for our 4
th
 Green Flag. We had a very successful Trot on Tuesday so please keep this up. We have had grea
t achievements
 on the sporting front, in particular our Girls Gaelic team who won the County Final of the Indoor 
Cumann
 
na
 
mBunscol
 and represented Donegal at Ulster Level. 
We are so proud of all our quiz teams – we have had teams contesting competitions at various levels, all producing excellent results. But our u-11 team really excelled this year in reaching the All Ireland Finals. I also thank Master Regan for all the work he quietly puts in with these teams in preparing them. 
I congratulate our 6
th
 class on their recent Confirmation and thank the teachers who prepared them so well. Our First Holy Communion class are now busy getting ready for their big day on the 11
th
 May. 
We have a wonderful school community who all work together to create a welcoming and inviting school for our children. To the Board of Management, the Parents’ Association, the staff and the general school community – thank you.
Have a Happy Easter, keep safe and enjoy the Easter Eggs!
Cróna
 Rodgers
(Acting Principal)
)













 (
Trot on Tuesday
On the 2
nd
 of April 2019 Scoil Mhuire participated in the 
‘
Trot on Tuesday
’
 
G
reen 
S
chool 
initiative
 to try our best at creating less carbon dioxide in the air and making our planet healthier and cleaner.
 
What 
does 
carbon dioxide 
do? 
As this is being published the Antarctic is melting because of our carbon emi
ss
ions but it is also killing 
p
olar
 
bears and us also.
 
So we have 
decided to make an effort to walk
 to school every Tuesday to 
produce
 less carbon dioxide and make earth healthier.
 I
f you want to help you can take the bus. 
O
ne bus is better than a clump of cars. Believe it or not
,
 carbon dioxide is very deadly
. 
It comes from things like cars and
 we also make it when we exhale. You can park n’ stride
,
 
scoot, cycle and walk
! All of these help make our planet healthier for us and future generations!
By 
Eoghan
 Quinn
, 
Aoibhinn
 
Brannigan
 & Thomas McCormack
)
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Welcome
We extend a warm welcome to Lydia Gough (2
nd
 Class), 
Callum
 Buchanan (4
th
 Class) and Tristan Buchanan in 6
th
 Class who have joined us in Scoil Mhuire since Christmas! 
)


 (
Space Project
Well done to Jay Lynch and 
Callum
 Buchanan who fascinated us with a project they put together all about space. They researched material on black holes, quasars, the Milky Way, meteors, meteoroids, comets and asteroids and compiled all their findings. They also painted beautiful pictures of the Milky Way and Halley’s Comet. They presented their work to their class and everyone was in awe!
)
 (
Grandparents Day
On the 8
th
 of February we had a very special day celebrating Grandparents Day. This was run as part of Catholic Schools Week and we were delighted that so many grandparents visited us in our school. As part of the celebrations, 5
th
 and 6
th
 Class children spent time chatting to their grandparents and wrote a brief narrative of their lives while younger classes produced beautiful art and written work about their grandparents and what they mean to us. Fr. Gerard led us in some special prayers and we had some beautiful songs and oral recitations as part of the celebration as well. We also remembered all the grandparents who have sadly passed away. Some of the older boys and girls helped bake goods and prepare a cup of tea for our special guests! We thank all the grandparents for celebrating with us on the day and thank you for your positive influence on our lives!
)
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Local History
The school was very honoured to receive a copy of Liam 
Briody’s
 books 
Glenties
 and 
Inniskeel
 
and 
The World War II Aeroplane Crash in the Blue Stack Mountains
. These will provide hugely significant information when researching our local history for generations to come. Thank you, Liam!
)


[image: C:\Users\User\Downloads\IMG_0492.JPG]





[image: C:\Users\User\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\20190328_134116.jpg]



 (
Aistear
The 
Junior
 and Senior Infants have been busy exploring the running of a Post Office as part of their 
Aistear
 learning. They constructed their own Post Office in the school and helped children and 
staff pay
 for stamps, send letters and even delivered their post safely!  They also made lovely Valentine’s Day cards and posted them in the local Post Office!
) (
Some things to note:
Book Fair
 takes place 
after the Easter break
.
Holy Communions
 are Saturday 1
1
th
 May
 at 11am in St. Connell’s Church, Glenties
.
School will be closed on Friday 24
th
 May for elections.
The school will close for summer holidays on 
Thursday 27
th
 June at 12.30pm.
School doors open at 9.20am – class starts at 9.30am and children should be in at this time.
Home time – Please collect your child 
at the school gate/school side. P
lease do not encourage your child to cross the road on their own at this busy time. 
If you wish to speak to your child’s class teacher, please ring the secretary to make an appointment.
The school website is 
www.scoilmhuireglenties.com
Please support the Parents’ Association in an
y fundraising 
ventures – all monies raised goes towards the betterment of your child’s education.
)
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Cash for Clobber
Thank you to everyone who contributed old clothes to our most recent Cash for Clobber fundraiser which 
raised
 €857.50.We will be having another one after the Easter break and will gladly accept your bags of clothes! Thank you for your continued support!
)[image: C:\Users\User\Downloads\IMG_5745.JPG] (
Titanic
Christopher Kennedy and Lilly Bonner
 in Ms Kerrigan’s Class constructed a fantastic replica of the ship
 
Titanic
 and
 the
 iceberg
 it struck entirely
 from Lego!
 What a marvellous piece of engineering!
)








 (
Computer Classes
Everyone from
 3
rd
 to 6
th
 
C
lass 
participated in computer classes in the GP room with Bernie Gallagher
 this term
. We learned to copy and paste, how to use colours and how to be safe online. Before we started
 each session,
 we did some stretches. We made posters about internet safety, the climate, poems and lots more. We did this every Thursday for 30 minutes. Thank you Ms. Gallagher
 for
 teach
ing
 us!
 The
 4
th
, 5
th
 and 6
th
 Classes also attended
 an Internet Safety workshop on 4
th
 February which was very insightful and helpful.
By 
Caoimhe
 Boyle 
&
 
Aoíbhinn
 
Brannigan
.
) (
Garda Quiz
The annual Garda Quiz took pla
ce in the Mill Park Hotel on
 6
th
 February and our team 
performed very well, 
scoring an impressive
 8 out of 10 questions correct per round. 
An example of the types of questions asked are
: Who was the first president of the USA and What age must you be to get a learner permit for a tractor or works vehicle? Our team
 narrowly missed out on qualifying for the County Finals. The team 
was
 
Kian
 Kennedy, 
Orla
 Molloy, 
Orin
 
Brannigan
 
&
 Conan 
Brannigan
.
)
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Pancake
 Tuesday
The classes in the school celebrated Pancake Tuesday on 5
th
 March by making delicious pancakes to enjoy. 
They 
drizzled
 them with delicious toppings such as lemon, honey and chocolate spread. 
Yum!
) (
Caring for our Planet
On the 5th of February 
Áine
 
O'Loughlin
 
from Green Schools 
visited 
our school and went from class to class talking to everyone about global warming
. She
 t
aught
 us how to reverse it. She started off asking us if we knew what global warming was
 and then
 gave us fun activities to do
.
 
We
 watched an interesting video on global warming and what i
t
 is doing to our planet and our future. If we keep this disgusting act up our children's children aren't going to have a bright future and ou
r planet is slowly going to die.
By 
Tristan
 Buchanan
)






 (
Flowering Plants
Ms. Eleanor’s 5
th
 & 6
th
 C
lass
es we
re learning about flowering plants
 and all their important components
. 5th Class made colourful flowers from crushed crepe paper
 which formed part of a beautiful display!
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World Book Day 2019
On March 7
th
 we celebrated World Book Day which 
celebrate
s
 books and reading. 
We spent some enjoyable time reading during the week and discussed stories and novels. We had tremendous fun dressing up as characters from books that we’ve read! The week helped
 
us 
unlock the power of 
our
 minds in a way that digital screens may not provide.
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Seachtain
 
na
 
Gaeilge
Tá
 
súil
 
againn
 
gur
 
bhain
 
sibh
 
uilig
 
taitneamh
 as 
Seachtain
 
na
 
Gaeilge
. 
Rinne
 
muidinne
 
Seachtain
 
na
 
Gaeilge
 a 
cheiliúradh
 
i
 
Scoil
 
Mhuire
. 
Bhí
 a 
lán
 
gníomhaíochtaí
 
againn
 mar 
shampla
 
Tráth
 
na
 
gCeist
 as 
Gaeilge
, 
Céilí
, 
ceolchoirm
 
Gaelach
 
agus
 
bhí
 
duaiseanna
 do 
na
 
daltaí
 a 
rinne
 an 
iarracht
 is 
fearr
 
Gaeilge
 a 
labhairt
 
i
 
ngach
 rang.
)
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Art Winner
Congratulations to Thomas Brennan in 2
nd
 Class who won a Christmas Colouring Competition organised by The Society of Missionary Children. Thomas’s 
picture was a nativity scene which featured Mary, Joseph, the Baby Jesus and all the animals in a stable. His 
entry was 
the 
chosen 
winner 
from over 12,000 entries
 nationwide
 which was a huge achievement! He received a book voucher and a prize pack for his award. Well done, Thomas!
) (
Out of this World!
Mrs Boyle’s Senior Infants & 1
st
 Class have been learning all about our solar system as part of their 
Aistear
 learning. They even constructed their own space station!
)
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Spring has 
Arrived
!
The Senior Infants
 
& 1
st
 Class in Mrs Boyle’s room
 have been exploring spring and have been writing about it in their cursive handwriting books.
) (
Stepping Back in Time
The 
boys and girls from 2
nd
 to 6
th
 Class all enjoyed a history and archaeology workshop in January with Caroline from the County Museum. We got to handle and explore artefacts from the past and investigate their purposes and uses.
)
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Fresh Today
Congratulations to 
Conor
 Farrell who was the winner of a brand new bicycle in a raffle that was run by our lunch suppliers, Fresh Today. We would like to thank Ken and everyone at Fresh Today for sponsoring the bicycle for the prize.
)



[image: C:\Users\User\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\IMG_0422.jpg]
[image: C:\Users\User\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\IMG_1258 (1).jpg]






[image: C:\Users\User\Downloads\IMG_20190204_104857.jpg] (
Credit Union Senior Quiz
Congratulations to 
the Scoil Mhuire U-13 Quiz team who finished in 2
nd
 place in the Regional round of the Credit Union Quiz. They then qualified to the Chapter stage where they performed very well and were only a few points off from reaching the All-Ireland stage. The team are pictured here with their medals which they won in the Mill Park Hotel at the regional stage. Well done 
Cian
 
Gildea
, 
Orla
 Molloy, 
Kian
 Kennedy and Elijah 
Sangha
!
)







 (
World 
Down
 Syndrome Day
On the 21
st
 of March, the school celebrated World Down Syndrome Day. To mark the occasion, everyone wore odd socks to school. We talked about people we know who have Down 
Syndrome
. We wear odd socks because chromosomes are shaped like socks and people with 
D
own 
S
yndrome
 have an extra chromosome. Everyone is different and odd socks show that everyone is unique.
By 
Áine
 Bonner & Thomas Brennan
)



 (
Confirmation
Congratulations to all the boys and girls in 6
th
 Class who celebrated their Confirmation on the 10
th
 of March. They also visited the Comp on 21
st
 March to check out the place before their arrival in September. They are pictured below on their retreat in preparation for their Confirmation and also building a snowman! As you can probably 
see
, both pictures weren’t taken on the same day!
)






 (
St. 
Brigid’s
 Crosses
We celebrated the feast day of St. 
Brigid
 on February 1
st
 by making crosses. It was a fun way to learn about our second patron Saint and the afternoon of activities and chat flew by!
)
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Eason Spelling Bee
The boys and girls from 5
th
 and
6
th
 Classes are busy preparing for 
the
 annual Scoil Mhuire Spelling
Bee which takes place very soon.
A spelling competition will be
held
 to see who will represent
the
 school at the County Final
stage
 which takes place in
Scoil
 
Phádraig
, 
Drumkeen
 on the 9
th
 May.
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The Junior 
&
 Senior Infants have been busy learning about the Vet
er
inary Surgery and the farm in 
Aistear
!
)
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Aldi
 
Play R
ugby
Our school took part in 
the 
Aldi
 
Play R
ugby
 competition which was run recently
. 
We collected
 stickers from 
A
ldi
 and br
ought them
 into 
the
 school 
where we 
then complete
d
 all the spaces on 
a large 
poster. 
T
wo primary school
s
 will win 
€
50,000 each to develop their playing facilities. A primary school in each province will receive 
€
2,500 worth of training equipment for their school, a training session with Paul 
O
’ Connell 
plus
 a new set of school jerseys and 
A
ldi
 branded water bottles. Every school 
that
 enters the competition will get an 
Al
di
 
P
lay 
R
ugby kit bag, 
four
 rugby balls, a water bottle holder and 
six
 water bottles. We really enjoyed taking part in this competition and we hope to win.
 Thank you very much to everyone who brought in stickers and helped to fill our board!
By Finn 
Coughlan
 
&
 John 
McLoone
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Soccer 
C
ompetition
On the 26
th
 of February 
the 3
rd
 Class 
travelled to Donegal Town to take part in a soccer competition. The girls and boys each had a team there. T
here were nine teams there alt
ogether. The boys won one of their games and 
both teams played some fantastic football.
 Hopefully next year we will bring home a trophy.
By Stephen Mc 
Devitt
 
&
 
Saoirse
 Mc Dermott
)

 (
Boys Indoor Gaelic
Our boys came agonisingly close to qualifying for the County Finals of the Indoor Gaelic competition in the Comp gym in February. They defeated 
Dungloe
, 
Killybegs
 and 
Killymard
 and were 
pipped
 in the final by a single point after two periods of extra-time 
against
 
Killymard
. Nonetheless, they played some brilliant football and can be very proud of their efforts! They panel was Orin 
Brannigan
, 
Daithí
 Molloy, Leon Gallagher-
McDyer
, 
Cian
 
Gildea
, 
Conor
 Farrell, Jamie Byrne, Noah Bonner and Daniel 
Breslin
.
)




 (
GAA Training
Every Monday 
for the past three months 
we 
had
 GAA training with 
Donie
 
McCole
.
 We did a lot of drills and 
improved our
 skills
 
such as 
our kicking, fist
-passing and tackling
. 
Our training sessions
 with 
Donie
 
lasted 
for 
about 
an hour every week.
 
We tried our best
 in
 every session and we were very tired afterwards.
 
It was a lot of fun and we really enjoyed it
!
By 
Donnacha
 Malone & 
Oisin
 Bonner
)


[image: C:\Users\User\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\IMG_20190215_123315 (3).jpg]



 (
Cumann
 
na
 
mBunscol
Congratulations to our boys and girls who won the opening round of the Gaelic 
Cumann
 
na
 
mBunscol
 competition. Both teams defeated 
Scoil
 
Oilibhéir
 
Pluincéid
 
Annagry
, 
Gortnacart
 and Crannog Bui in a blitz held in Glenties in early April. They are now busy preparing for the second round match which will be played shortly after the Easter break.
 
Best of luck to both teams!
)




	

 (
Basketball
Many thanks to David Tierney and all the guys from 
Letterkenny
 IT who have been visiting the school regularly to take all the classes for basketball lessons. All aspects of our game have improved greatly since David came in such as our tackling, defence stance, dribbling and shooting. At the time of going to print the school was preparing for a tournament in the Comp with two other local schools and we hope it was a success!
) (
Swimming
The boys and girls in 4
th
 & 5
th
 Class have been attending swimming lessons in the Finn Valley Centre 
every Wednesday 
for the past seven weeks. 
We were all organised into groups from level 1 to level 8. So far we have been taught how to swim, float and do laps around the pool. 
We
 have made huge strides at improving 
our
 various swimming techniques and have had tremendous fun at the same time! 
Many thanks to the Parents’ Association who fundraised to help cover the cost of the swimming lessons and travel.
 
We really love Wednesdays!
By 
Cian
 
Gildea
 & 
Bethany.Gilroy
) (
Hurling & 
Camogie
Our boys and girls competed in the Indoor Hurling and 
Camogie
 competitions in 
Gweedore
 in January. They displayed great courage and skills!
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GAA 5 Star School
We in Scoil Mhuire have applied to become a GAA 5 Star Centre
 this year
. In order to achieve a 5 Star status 
each class
 must engage with 
Gaelic games activities
 
for one hour every week
 and we have been busy doing this since September!
 
These activities include everything from body balances to scissor jumps to 
rounders
 to skills challenges and Go Games! By undertaking the programme we will have 
a
ctive & healthy bodies
, strong self-esteem, 
confidence 
and
 resilience
. We will also participate in t
eam and co-operative learning
 and it will benefit s
ocial & community wellbeing
. We established a GAA committee in the school and they have been busy looking after all things GAA-related! They are Eve Boyle Carr, Cathy Browne, Conan 
Brannigan
, Danny Brown, Erin Bonner, Jamie Byrne, 
Daithí
 Molloy, 
Ciarán
 Boyle and 
Saoirse
 McDermott. Our ‘Drive for 
Five
’ motto is 
Fun, Friendship, Fairness, Freedom, Fitness!
)
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