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First and foremost I would like to thank 
Máistir
 Regan and the children of 
Scoil
 
Mhuire
 for creating such a bright, informative and engaging newsletter. This is a won
derful celebration of our pupil
s
’
 achievements and a vital home-school link.
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome our new Junior Infants who enrolled in September and to also bid farewell to The Rang 6 pupils who left us. On behalf of all the staff 
I would like to congratulate 
Brí
d
 
Furey
 on her many years of dedicated service to 
Scoil
 
Mhuire
 and to wish her a wonderful retirement. We welcome 
Lelia
 Kerrigan to our staff this year as a permanent member –
 
we are so happy to have her join us. Congratulations to Miss Regan/ Mrs Rodgers on the birth of her baby girl Mia. We send our regards to 
Máistir
 Mc 
Cann
, 
Bríd
 
Gavigan
 and Seamus Bonner and hope they return to good health very soon.
Thank you to all the parents for your continued support and also to the newly formed Parents’ Association for all their hard work organising recent fundraisers for the school. Thank you to all the staff and Board of Management for the support they have given me in my role as acting principal.
To all the boys and girls remember to stay safe over the holidays and be very,
 
very good for Mammy and Daddy. Santa and his robin are always watching!
 
Finally I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Maria Stewart (Acting Principal)
)
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Welcome to 
Scoil
 
Mhuire
!
A huge welcome to all the new Junior Infants
and
 n
ew pupils 
Maria and John 
McLoone
who
 joined us in September! 
Welcome also to
Paul Gallagher who joined us on the teaching
staff
 in 
Spetember
. 
We hope you 
all 
have
 
a
wonderful
 time in 
Scoil
 
Mhuire
!
)
 (
In this newsletter
:
New Junior Infants
Literary Success
Harvest Fair
Parents’ Association
Friendship Week
Christmas Shoeboxes
Glenveagh
 & 
Glencolmcille
Bake for Peace
Music
Sporting Success
Competition...
and
 much more!
)



 (
Christmas Lights
We were all proud of Annie Brennan who 
had the honour of 
switch
ing on
 the 
new Christmas lights 
in the 
Main Street this year
. 
Annie lights up our lives and now she has lit up the town! 
) (
Congrats!
Our warmest congratulations to Mrs Rodgers and her husband Danny on the birth of their baby girl Mia in November. Congratulations also to M
r
s 
Fonda Boyle
 and Marty Boyle who got married in July! We wish you all a happy future
 together
!
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Roald
 Dahl Day
The school celebrated 
Roald
 Dahl Day on 13
th
 September. The 1
st
 and 2
nd
 Class had a fun-filled day dressing up as their favourite 
Roald
 Dahl character!
)[image: F:\DCIM\101_PANA\P1010597.JPG] (
School Mass
We had a special school mass celebrated by Fr. Pat at the beginning of the year. Thanks to everyone who helped out and well done to the school choir who sang so beautifully and t
o Ms 
Connole
 for preparing them!
)
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Harvest Fair Concert
Well done to all the boys and girls who took part in the Harvest Fair 1916 Commemorative Concert in September. The children sang and performed some beautiful songs on the tin whistle. Thanks to Ms 
Connole
 for preparing the children so well!
)




 (
Harvest Fair 1916 Commemoration
The children produced a wonderful display in the Market Hall during the Harvest Fair weekend to commemorate the 1916 celebrations. There were beautiful art pieces, projects on significant figures and the children’s own 2016 proclamation for their wishes for the future of the country.
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Maths Week 2016
Did you know that between numbers 0 and 1000, the letter A only appears in one number? This was one of the fascinating facts we found out during Maths Week which took place from 17
th
 to 21
st
 October in the school. The classes had tremendous fun solving daily puzzles and identifying maths in the environment! See if you can figure out the number!!
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Parents’ Association
Scoil
 
Mhuire
 has a new
 Parents’ Association 
and they 
held a Bake Sale in November and on Sunday 27th November held a very successful Santa Hat Fun Run 5k. The money from the events went towards buying new school books, organising school trips and buying other essential items. 
Thanks to everyone who helped 
organise
 the run, baked goods 
and
attended
 the 
events! Well
 done,
everyone
! 
By Emma Bonner, Dean Lynch and Oliver Boyle.
)
 (
Pantomime
On Friday 2
nd
 December 3
rd
 to 6
th
 classes went to a pantomime in the Mi
l
lennium Forum in Derry and they went to see Cinderella. The main actors were Buttons, Cinderella, The Baron, The Fairy Godmother and Prince Charming. Courtney and Kim were the ugly step sisters. The singers, dancers and actors were all extremely good. All the children enjoyed the pantomime and all the school had to do the mannequin challenge which was really fun. On their way home the classes saw the Celtic 
Cross
 which was created by Liam Emery which used 3000 trees.
B
y 
Niamh
 Mc 
Geehan
 Bonner and Erin Doherty
)
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Coding
 & Technology
Can you name your favourite animated film?  Well, that is all done by using coding and we were lucky enough to have 
Da
w
id
 
Stanislawczyk
 teach 3
rd
 to 6
th
 classes about coding which is a way of making animations such as in the famous films you see in the cinema. Coding is also widely used in computer games such as Angry Bird. Da
w
id started coming into our classroom in November and he began to show us how to do coding on our tablets, 
ipads
 and laptops by using a website called codeorg.ie. It is engaging and fun and many of us in 
Scoil
 
Mhuire
 would really like a job making cartoons or designing games in the future!
By Elijah 
Sangha
 and Charlotte Quigley.
The senior classes in the school also attended a workshop from Donegal Youth Services in November on internet safety and cyber bullying. We now have a greater appreciation for the benefits and dangers of internet use. Keep an eye out for our new school website which is launching soon!
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The 5
th
 Class went on an adventure in September and discovered a secret den on their exploration! Can you guess where it is by looking at the picture!?
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Friendship Week
In November we had a ‘Friendship Week’ in 
Scoil
 
Mhuire
. At this time we tried our best to be friendly to one another. We had various activities such as friendship bracelets while some of the classes had secret friends in which you pick someone at random out of a hat and look out for them and do other nice things in secret. Whoever you chose must remain a secret until you guess at the end of the week!
 
A few other classes did superhero art while other classes made stories about someone who uses their power of
 good to help someone being
 
bullied. On Thursday we had
 
an assembly, we had winners of 
stories, superhero art, 
and people who
were
 a very good 
friend also were rewar
ded. The younger children
got
 a beautiful 
coloured certif
icate and a Twix chocolate bar,
while
 the senior end g
ot the certificate and homework pass each.
Even though some pupils didn’t receive an award, their
 art and
stories
 were superb! At the end
 of the assembly we sang ‘Count on
Me’ by Bruno Mars.
 Even though
 not everyone had won something
they
 are all heroes in our eyes!
By 
Tierna
 
Brannigan
 and 
Áine
 
Brannigan
)
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Quiz
Can you guess 
how many Triple Crowns Ireland
 have won in rugby? Or in what building did the first 
Dáil
 
Éireann
 meet? Or how about naming the shape of the basalt in the Giant’s Causeway? These were some of the tricky questions which came up in the 
Cumann
 
na
 
mBunscol
 Quiz which took place in the Mount 
Errigal
 Hotel in early December. 
Yanna
 McHugh, 
Conor
 
Gildea
, 
Tiarnán
 Ward and 
Orla
 Molloy
 made up the 
Scoil
 
Mhuire
 team and performed very well despite being in only 4
th
 and 5
th
 Classes! Well done, guys! Incidentally the answers to those questions are 10, Mansion House and hexagonal prism! Tough, right!?
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Petrol Station Fundraiser
Lately Gala has been donating to 
Scoil
 
Mhuire
. They asked 
Scoil
 
Mhuire
 parents if they bought something to ask for a receipt and a percent of the total gathered would go towards 
Scoil
 
Mhuire
.
 
Even one 
freddo
 bar would add up to something! Diesel or petrol also counted as did coal, wood, briquettes and turf. Simply anything bought in gala was counted! There was a box at the front of the porch of the school where receipts could be dropped into. The money donated will help for extra money for things like tours, technology, buses and new school books. Kind regards to Gala and thanks for being generous as well children! This will help our school for many things in the future so thanks very much!
By Dylan Campbell and Daniel Quigley
)













 (
Points to note:
The school will close for the Christmas holidays on Thursday 22
nd
 December at 12:30pm. We will reopen on Monday 9
th
 January.
Parent-Teacher meetings will take place on Thursday 9
th
 February. 
Times of meetings will be sent home with the children closer to the time. 
The school will close at 12.30pm on that day.
School will close on 23
rd
 & 24
th
 February (mid-term break).
We will close at 12.30 on Friday 7
th
 April for Easter holidays and reopen on Monday 24
th
 April.
On Friday 28
th
 April the school will be closed for a staff 
inservice
 day.
The school will close for summer holidays on Friday 23
rd
 June at 12.30pm.
Confirmations will take place 12
th
 March at 11am. Holy Communions are 29
th
 April at 10am.
Please remember the school uniform consists of maroon jumper with school crest, white polo shirt, black/navy trousers and black shoes/runners.
With the 
new year
 just around the corner, 
we 
encourage children to keep bringing in a healthy lunch to school
 to sustain them throughout the day!
If your child is absent from school for any reason, pleas
e send in an explanatory note 
to school.
) (
Shoebox Appeal
It’s that time of the year again - time for the shoeboxes! Schools all over Ireland made and sent in shoeboxes for the Team Hope Shoeboxes Appeal. 
Scoil
 
Mhuire
 have put in a special effort this year to make children all over the world in countries including Syria, Kenya, Swaziland, Romania, Uganda and Armenia receive gifts for Christmas. Most children in these countries are a lot less fortunate than us, and some families have to survive on less than one euro a day. We’d like to than
k everyone who has contributed to
 the Team Hope Shoebox Appeal. We hope you have a Merry Christmas and that you will have a Happy New Year!
By Erica 
Hegarty
 and 
Yanna
 McHugh
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First Aid
The 5
th
 and 6
th
 Classes in the school received
basic
 fi
rst aid training from First Aid
So
lutions in November which could 
come
 in
useful
 some day. Who knows, 
some
 of our
children
 may even enter the medical
profession
 in years to come!
)
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A Day in the life of a Pilot!
Many thanks to Benny 
Becht
 who visited the senior end in the school in October to speak to them about his job as a pilot! The children were fascinated and spent an entire afternoon asking questions about the aviation industry!
) (
Bake for Peace
A few weeks ago Breezy from 
The Rock
 came in to the 1
st
 and 2
nd
 cla
ss students to tell them
 about Bake for Peace Day. Breezy told the children stories and let them taste some bread! 
She
 also sang a song for the children
 who really appreciated the visit!
By 
Donnacha
 Malone and 
Aoife
 McDermott
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Music
The 5
th
 and 6
th
 Classes have been receiving recorder lessons from Ms 
Connole
 this term and they are making huge strides! Well done, folks! 
 
We 
have also been busy preparing for a Christmas Carol Service which will take place in the school before the
 Christmas
 holidays. 
It
 sound
s
 terrific in practice and we’re sure 
we
’ll do a wonderful job!
) (
RSA School Visit
Did you know that you can only sit in the front seat of a car if you are 150cm or over? Or that you’re 300 times brighter when you wear a reflective vest? These were some of the safety points we learned when The Road Safety Authority (RSA) visited our school on the 18
th
 of November. They taught us how to be safe when in the car, cycling and walking. They told us always to walk on the right side and when we’re cycling we have to stay on the left side. They also showed us lots of videos of what happens if you’re not safe on the road and do not follow these safety rules. If you follow these rules you will most likely always be safe. Thank you RSA for teaching us how to be especially safe!!!
By Katie Doherty and 
Abbie
 Bonner
)
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~ Pope Francis
)

 (
Trip to 
Glenveagh
M
s Eleanor’s 1
st
 and 2
nd
 Class visited 
Glenveagh
 National Park in September and had a wonderful day exploring the landscape, creatures and their habitats. They even produced their own nature diaries where they stored all that they explored that day! Before the Halloween break, Michael Bell from Nature Learn and Heritage Ireland visited all the classes in the school and we explored all the plants and habitats in our school grounds.
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Primary Planet Story Winners
We are super-proud of
 our pupils who featured in The Primary
Planet national magazine for children.
 
Dervla
 
Hegarty
 in 4
th
 
Clas
s
wrote
 a fantastic book revie
w of ‘Journey to the River Sea’
which
 was published in Sept
ember’s issue. She also wrote a
story
 titled ‘When Lauren Met V. L. Roy‘ which earned her 1
st
place
 in the 
Allingham
 Arts Festival
 and a poem titled ‘I will make
a
 Magic Motion Machine’ which earned her 3
rd
 place! 
Megan
Quinn
 who was with us last yea
r wrote a wonderful short story
which
 got published as the sto
ry of the month for September’s
Primary Planet and 
Yanna
 McHugh
 in 5
th
 Class also produced a
story
 which featured in October’s issue! Well done girls!
)
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Glencolmcille
The 5
th
 Class had a wonderful visit to 
Glencolmcille
 in September where they went back in time visiting the Folk Village and various historical sites around 
Malinbeg
 and Glen.
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Riverwatch
The 5
th
 Class visited the Loughs
Agency
 
in Derr
y in October where
they
 learned
 
all about 
the fish 
that
are
 in our rivers
 
and abo
ut the
importance
 of caring for
 our fish
and
 rivers!
 Quite a lot of children
in
 our school have gone fishing
before
 and have a keen interest in
marine
 life. Some pupils have
already
 even expressed an interest
in
 becoming marine biologists in
the
 future! 
Well, it’s a vast ocean
and
 the world is your oyster!
)
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Athletics
The school dominated the races at the 
Tir
 
Chonaill
 AC Cross-Country held in Donegal Town in September. We had a number of impressive individual performances and we also finished 1
st
 in the U-9 Girls and 3
rd
 in the U-11 Girls team awards. At the County Finals held in 
Lifford
, the girls U-9 team of 
Ailbhe
 Doherty
, 
Áine
 
Brannigan
, 
Aoife
 McDermott
 and 
Shauna Molloy
 finished 1
st
 again in the team event! 
Tiarnán
 Ward
, 
Cora Doherty
 and 
Conor
 Farrell
 also had strong finishes at the County Final stages. A special shout-out to 
Keira
 
McLoone
 who 
had an early setback in the 
800m qualifying
 race losing a shoe but still managed to ru
n almost the entire race in a fantastic time
!
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Niamh
 Brown in 
Croke
 Park
Well done to 
Niamh
 Brown who is now in the Comp who represented the school in the half-time game in 
Croke
 Park in 
August’s
 All-Irel
and football semi-final between Mayo &
Tipperary. 
Niamh
 was one of the stand-out players on 
display
 and
 she staged some splendid skill with both her right and left feet! She
 even chipped over a point!
 
Niamh
 is a model example that 
determination, tremendous spirit and loads of practice can bring you to great places!
) (
I
ndoor 
G
aelic
This term some of the boys and girls of fourth and fifth class had an indoor Gaelic football competition in 
Ardara
. The boys made it to the 
qualifying final
 but were defeated 
narrowly 
by 
Dungloe
 while the girls were knocked out in the qualifiers. The 
boys
 team consisted of Oran Doherty, 
Tiarnán
 Ward, 
Conor
 
Gildea
, Marc 
Gavigan
, 
Caolán
 
Breslin
 Ward, Luke Ward, Danny Brown and Adam Hanlon while the girls team consisted of Erin Doherty, Cora Doherty, Emma Mc 
Devitt
, Cathy Browne, Eve Boyle Carr, 
Yanna
 McHugh, Erica 
Hegarty
 and Katie Doherty. Both teams put up a fair fight!
By 
Conor
 
Gildea
 and Oran Doherty.
)
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Gaelic League
The Joseph Plunkett team has made history here in 
Scoil
 
Mhuire
 as they have come out victorious from the Gaelic League. They have been the only team in the competition’s history to win the league with no sixth class students. The team consists of 
Tiarnán
 Ward, Oran Doherty, Oliver Boyle, Katie Doherty, Erica 
Hegarty
 and Emma Mc 
Devitt
. Just missing victory by the skin of their teeth was the 
Eamon
 
Ceannts
. There 
was
 also some sportsmanship awards given out to the following - 
Caolán
 
Breslin
 Ward and 
Cliona
 Campbell. The minor 
Naomh
 
Conall
 team came in to present medals, certificates and plaques. We would also like to congratulate the minors on their County Final win in October.
By Adam Hanlon and 
Conor
 
Gildea
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We wish you a joyful
and peaceful Christmas
— ✂ ————————————————————————————————————

For your chance to win a prize, read the newsletter carefully and answer the questions below. Answers can be dropped into a box at the front of the school. Good luck!

Questions compiled by Noah Bonner and Emma McDevitt

1. Where is the National Park in Donegal?......................................
2. What airliner is shown in the magazine?......................................
3. Who visited the school on the 18th of November?.................................

Pupil’s Name and Class:..........................................................................................
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Kind words can be short and

easy to speak, but their echoes
are truly endless.
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